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were not foreseen at the time, and it has since been set right
wherever recurrence  to  the  former state  of affairs   seemed
possible.    The truth  is,  that we were   seeking to dissociate
the State from its patronage of non-Christian religions, and
we fancied that the severing of such connections  would be
rather  agreeable   than  otherwise   to   Mahoinedans   and   to
Hindus, who might be jealous of our exercising these powers.
Meanwhile, the Kazis are still performing their ministry and
holding their official allowances, which are ordinarily secured
upon the land or on the land revenue ; they are in no way abo-
lished, though they are no longer officers of the Government.
It is possible that all these changes may have produced some
local irritation here and there, where they affected vested in-
terests and strong prejudices ; but no reasonable politician will
allow that they have ever been sufficiently important or wide-
spread in their effects to cause a general revulsion of feeling
among Mahomedans all over India*    By far the greater pro-
portion of Mahomedans have probably never heard of these
things ; and it must be again observed that both the writers
who enlarge upon them draw their personal experience mainly
from the  same province, Lower Bengal.    It  may  be fairly
contended, in opposition to such views, that the feeling among
Mahomedans of disinclination to our rule, and the occasional
seditious stirs which move India from time to time in various
quarters, are the natural incidents of alien dominion over a
vast unsettled  population;  that all we  see  and hear is no
more than might be Expected and predicted;   and that the
Mahomedan element is necessarily and by its nature an element
of some contrariety and restlessness.    The improved means
of correspondence and communication, by post and telegraph,
by railway and steamboat, are drawing Islam together; and
whereas at the beginning of this century the Indian Mahomedans
were mainly cut off from the great Mahomedan nations westward
of them, and were of no great account abroad, they are now
taking, by their wealth, their education, and their civilization,
a very prominent place among Mahomedan Societies.    India is
becoming the highway from Central Asm to the sea, by the
railroads which connect Peshawur, and the main thoroughfares